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in the next chapter that the people of England made
John, who was the worst king England has ever known,
give them something which has been of more importance
than anything else in the whole of our history.

CHAPTER 8

MAGNA CARTA.    THE EVOLUTION OF
PARLIAMENT IN ENGLAND

John, now forced to stay at home in England, soon
succeeded in disgusting everyone by his behaviour. First John and
of all he wanted to appoint a friend of his as Archbishopthe Pope*
of Canterbury. But Pope Innocent III thought John's
friend unworthy and chose Stephen Langton, John flew
into a furious rage and swore he would .never receive
Langton. Innocent, however, would not give way either,
and first he excommunicated John, and then put the realm
under an interdict: that is to say, he forbade all services;
the churches were closed; even the dead could not be
buried in consecrated ground. Then, as John was still
obstinate, the Pope invited the King of France to send
over an army to put him off the throne. At last John gave
way. In sign that he submitted he even gave up his crown
to Pandulf, the Pope's legate, and received it back from
him as a gift from the Pope.

John continued to govern so badly that something had
to be done. Accordingly Stephen Langton and the barons Magna
held a great meeting, to which they invited represen- ms!*'
tatives  from  every  shire  to  come  and  declare  their
grievances against the king, and consider what should be
done to restrain him.  John tried to collect forces, but he
could do nothing. He had not to resist the barons alone;